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TO  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WINCANTON 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947. 


1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (1947)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1931) 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931) 
Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1947) 

Net  Product  of  Penny  Rate 


64,540 

16,560 

4,361 

4,385 

£78,149 

£306 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHS. 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males. 

172 

160 

12 

8 

7 

1 


Females. 

173 

163  Birth  Rate  20.5  per  1000 
10 
5 

5  Birth  Rate  0.50  per  1000 


DEATHS. 

Total  Males. 
228  123 


Death  from  all  causes 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth : 

(a)  from  sepsis 

(b)  from  other  causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Males. 

Total  6 

Legitimate  5 

Illegitimate  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week 

from  one  to  four  weeks  (inclusive) 
from  one  to  six  months 
from  six  to  twelve  months 


Females. 

105  Death  Rate  12.0  per  1000 


nil. 

nil. 


Females. 

4 

4 


)) 


y> 


yy 


yy 


Total  10 


I  n  C  rO  O 
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Deaths  from  Measles  ( all  ages )  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  the  District  was  228,  compared  with 
210  in  1946. 


The  chief  causes  of  Death  were  : — 

Old  Age  ...  ...  ...  ...  17  Cancer 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  81  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 


In  all  “  Causes  of  Death  ” — 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  were  34. 


y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 


81  „ 

85  „ 

22. 

86  „ 

90  „ 

10. 

,,  ,,  over  the  age  of  90  were  3. 

A  total  of  69  or  30.26  per  cent,  of  the  total  Deaths. 


44 

30 


3.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

Notified. 

1 

Hospital. 

1 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

nil 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

16 

nil 

9 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

1 

nil 

nil 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

nil 

nil 

Acute  Polio  -myelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

110 

1 

nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

nil 

nil 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

4 

2 

nil 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

nil 

Tuberculosis 

16 

nil 

8 

(a)  Respiratory 

12 

7 

(b)  Non-respiratory 

4 

1 

Cases  Treated. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium. 

Vision 

Vision  Total 

Notified  At  Home 

In  Hospital  Unimpaired  Impaired  Blindness 

Deah 

i  i 

—  i 

—  — 

— 

4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  again  somewhat  in  evidence  throughout 
the  District.  The  type  of  both  diseases  was  mild,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  either. 

5.— SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER 

INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A. — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General. — There  are  9  nurses  in  the  district  engaged  in  general  district 
work  who  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  between 
them  they  cover  the  whole  district. 
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(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
removed  to  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  either 
nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses  obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or 
Hospitals  outside  the  district. 

B.  — Mid  wives. 

There  are  9  certified  midwives  practising  in  the  district. 

C.  — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

In  Wincanton  there  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  provided  and  staffed  by 
the  County  Council. 

D.  — Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — One  at  Wincanton. 

(2)  Fever. — The  following  cases  were  admitted  from  your  District  to  Shepton 
Mallet  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year — 

Disease.  Number  Admitted  Number  Died. 


Scarlet  Fever 

i 

nil 

Pyorrhoea  Alveolaris 

i 

nil 

Cerebro-Spinal  F ever 

2 

nil 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

nil 

Diphtheria 

1 

nil 

8  1 


(3)  Other. — There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Wincanton,  known  as  the  “  Win¬ 
canton  and  East  Somerset  Memorial  Hospital/’  for  the  treatment  of  general, 
medical  and  surgical  cases. 

There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Templecombe,  known  as  the  “Merthyr 
Guest  Memorial  Hospital,”  for  the  treatment  of  general,  medical  and  sur¬ 
gical  cases;  in  addition,  there  are  three  wards  available  for  Maternity 
cases. 

There  is  a  Public  Assistance  Institution  at  Wincanton  for  the  aged  and 
infirm  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

E.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless 

Children. 

The  only  Institutions  for  any  of  the  above  are  the  Public  Assistance  Institution 
and  Rodber  House,  Wincanton  (for  boys  only),  which  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

F.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases. — The  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation  Hospital  Motor  Amb¬ 
ulance  is  used  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  infectious  cases. 

(2)  For  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases. — A  motor  ambulance,  built  and 
equipped  by  the  Wincanton  Rural  District  Council,  is  kept  at  Messrs.  The 
Wincanton  Transport  and  Engineering  Co.,  Wincanton,  Tel.  2321. 
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G.  — Government  Evacuation  Scheme.  Institutions  for  Evacuated  Children. 

The  Number  of  Evacuated  Children  in  the  Wincanton  Rural  District  was  : — 

1.  At  the  commencement  of  1947  -  unaccompanied  8 

2.  At  the  end  of  1947  -  unaccompanied  6 

The  Nursery  School  at  Yarlington  House  was  still  in  use  at  the  end  of  1947. 

Number  of  Children  in  the  Nursery  on  January  1st,  1947  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  Children  in  the  Nursery  on  December  31st,  1947  ...  21 

H.  — Scabies. 

No  cases  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Examination  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Taunton,  and  considerable  use  of  this  laboratory  has 
been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Wincanton, 
and  is  supplied,  gratis,  on  demand  to  Practitioners  practising  in  the  District. 

7.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

The  Public  Health  Department  consists  of  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  two 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors,  one  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  two  pupils,  all  whole¬ 
time  Officers,  and  myself,  a  part-time  Officer. 

There  are  also  2  Health  Visitors  in  the  District. 

8.— WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(i)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  generally  satisfactory  in  quality, 
and  except  for  shortages  in  a  few  areas  has  also  been  satisfactory  in  quantity. 

The  principal  shortages  reported  occurred  in  Ansford,  Bratton,  Charlton  Hore- 
thorne,  Charlton  Musgrove,  Redlynch,  Woolston,  and  Yarlington.  Conditions  have 
also  been  unsatisfactory  in  Sutton  Montis,  Stowell,  and  Corton  Denham. 

(ii)  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  public  supplies,  the  results  of  which  I  summarise  in  the  following  tables  : — 


(Faecal  B.Coli 

B.Coli  absent 

54 

Present). 

1-  5  per  100  Ml  ... 

20 

(i) 

y  y  6  10  y  y  y  y  ♦  •  • 

7 

(3) 

y  y  10  PIUS 

9 

(5) 

Samples  total  ...  90 
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Name  of  Supply. 

Samples. 

Excellent. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Not  entirely 
Satisfactory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Bruham 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Bruton 

10 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

Castle  Cary 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Charlton  Horethorne 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Charlton  Musgrove 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cucklington  (Babwell)  ... 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Milborne  Port 

10 

5 

4 

1 

— 

— 

Penselwood 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pitcombe  ... 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1. 

Sparkford  and 

Queen  Camel 

10 

4 

1 

5 

Templecombe  and 

Henstridge 

10 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Wincanton 

11 

10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

90 

54 

15 

12 

4 

5 

The  following  chemical  examinations  of  public  supplies  have  been  made  : 


Charlton  Musgrove  :  Samples  of  water  before  and  after  treatment  over  the  Mag¬ 
nesite  Filter  gave  the  following  results  : — 


Reaction  Ph. 
Alkalinity 
Hardness  . . . 

CO  2 


13th  May.  2 1  st  August. 


Before  Trt. 

After  Trt. 

Before  Trt. 

After  Trt. 

P. 

p.  per  100,000. 

6.8 

7.0 

6.2 

6.4 

3.0 

5.0 

2.0 

2.4 

4.5 

5.5 

. . .  4.8 

4.8 

2.0 

0.5 

2.5 

1.7 

Penselwood :  Samples 
following  results : — 


Reaction  Ph. 
Hardness 
Free  C02 


of  combined  supplies  taken  from  the  system 


May. 

Neutral 

10.6 

0.07 


August. 

P.  p.  per  100,000. 

6.75 

10.4 

1.9 


gave 


the 


Private  Supplies  : 

Fourteen  bacteriological  examinations  of  private  supplies  have  been  made.  Of 
these  eleven  serve  villages  or  hamlets  and  the  results  were  : — 

Excellent  (B.  Coli  absent)  ...  4 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  5 

Three  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  were  from  the  Stowell  Supply,  and  the  other 
two  from  Corton  Denham,  and  Sutton  Montis  respectively. 

There  is  little  effective  action  that  can  be  taken  until  a  public  supply  is  avail¬ 


able. 
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Three  chemical  and  three  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  well  water, 
proposed  to  be  used  at  Hazelgrove ,  Oueen  Camel  being  converted  for  use  as  a  Pre¬ 
paratory  School. 

The  waters  were  neutral  or  alkaline  and  had  hardness  figures  of  30  to  48  while, 
bacteriologically,  one  well  gave  an  excellent,  one  a  good,  and  the  third  a  fair  result. 

It  has  been  decided  to  use  the  public  supply  for  dietetic  purposes. 

(iii)  Plumbo  Solvency:  The  public  water  supplies  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action  are  those  at  South  Brewham,  Charlton  Musgrove,  and  to  a  lesser  degree, 
Penselwood. 

At  Charlton  Musgrove  the  water  is  passed  over  Magnesite. 

The  Penselwood  water  includes  one  hard  water,  which,  when  mixed  with  the 
remainder,  reduces  the  acidity.  A  liming  plant  is  available  for  use  when  necessary. 

No  treatment  is  undertaken  at  Brewham  where  it  is  believed  no  lead  pipes  are 

in  use. 

In  all  three  districts,  the  use  of  lead  pipes  is  prohibited. 

Chlorination:  Chlorination  of  the  Penselwood  (including  Wincanton),  and  of 
the  Castle  Cary  supplies,  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

(iv)  The  action  taken  following  unsatisfactory  samples  was  as  follows  : — 

Bruham :  The  Hillcombe  springs  were  taken  out  of  supply. 

Bruton :  The  spring  collection  systems  were  overhauled. 

Pitcombe :  The  collection  pipes  and  sumps  were  cleaned  out. 

The  second  very  unsatisfactory  sample  from  Bruton  was  taken  immediately 
after  these  operations,  during  the  course  of  which  the  water  was  not  chlorinated  as 
ought  to  have  been  the  case. 

(v)  Population  Supplied :  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  houses, 
and  estimated  population,  supplied  with  water  from  public  mains,  public  standpipes, 
and  from  private  supplies  in  pipes,  set  out  parish  by  parish. 
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Although  the  proportion  of  the  population  supplied  by  water  from  the  public 
supplies  in  pipes  is  comparatively  high,  the  increasing  agricultural  demand  and  do¬ 
mestic  user  indicate  that  large  extensions  are  necessary. 

During  the  summer  it  was  necessary  for  a  time  to  transfer  parts  of  Horsington 
from  the  Penselwood  system  (soft  water)  to  the  iemplecombe  system  (a  hard  water). 
The  effect  of  this  was  that  in  one  section  the  water  became  so  rusty  as  to  be  unusable 
so  that  the  original  arrangement  had  to  be  restored  earlier  than  was  intended. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  Bruton,  where  the  water  is  soft,  the  very  hard 
water  from  Pitcombe  is  pumped  into  the  mains  from  time  to  time,  no  such  condition 
has  arisen,  although  complaints  have  been  made  concerning  the  hardness. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  of  Supplies :  The  temporary  reservoirs  at  Charlton 
Horethorne  and  Stoney  Stoke  have  been  completed. 

The  temporary  reservoir  at  Charlton  Musgrove  is  in  course  of  construction, 
and  it  has  been  decided  to  reduce  its  size  by  2,500  gallons  to  7,500  gallons. 

The  Council  have  made  a  contribution  of  £13  towards  the  cost  incurred  by  the 
owner  in  fixing  storage  cisterns  in  bedrooms  in  each  of  three  cottages  at  Camel  Hill. 

Post  War  Proposals: 

Test  Borehole  at  Shepton  Montague :  Work  on  this  borehole,  which  had  reached 
a  depth  of  230  feet  at  the  end  of  1946  was  continued,  but  when  the  water  bearing 
strata  had  been  passed  without  satisfactory  yield,  the  work  was  abandoned. 

The  Post  War  Proposals  have  not  yet  been  prepared  in  detail.  The  original 
proposals  of  the  Consulting  Engineer  set  out  in  his  report  of  July,  1945,  have  been 
varied  by  his  report  of  June,  1947,  which  followed  the  failure  of  the  Test  Borehole. 

As  I  understand  these  proposals  an  additional  335,000  gallons  per  day  will  be 
required,  and  150,000  g.p.d.  will  be  collected  at  Penselwood,  and  the  remainder  ob¬ 
tained  from  a  borehole  at  Thornford  in  the  Rural  District  of  Sherborne. 

Certain  of  the  smaller  systems  will  be  abandoned,  and  they  will  be  served  from 
enlarged  reservoirs  fed  from  the  main  sources. 


9.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


There  have  been  no  extensions  of  sewers  nor  new  works  during  the  year. 

Post  War  Proposals :  In  addition  to  Wincanton,  where  the  new  works  are  near¬ 
ing  completion,  and  Templecombe,  in  respect  of  which  the  Engineer  has  been  instruc¬ 
ted  to  prepare  a  scheme,  the  villages  accepted  by  the  County  Council  as  coming  within 
the  first  Priority  Group  are  North  Cheriton  and  Sutton  Montis. 

The  estimated  costs  of  the  schemes  are  : — 


Wincanton 
T  emplecombe  . . . 
North  Cheriton  ... 
Sutton  Montis  . . . 


(1948  prices). 


£40,000 

30,000 

7,000 

5,000 


[  11  ] 


Camping  Sites. 

No  Camping  Sites  in  this  District  have  been  registered. 

Generally  the  only  cases  of  Camping  which  occurred  were  cases  of  2  or  3  days’ 

duration. 

No  special  difficulties  in  connection  with  Camping  are  anticipated. 


10.— HOUSING. 


Houses  Erected  by: 
Local  Authority  . . . 
Private  Enterprise 

Totals 


Houses  Erected 

Houses  in  Course 

During  Year. 

of  Erection. 

Perm.  Temp. 

Perm.  Temp. 

71 

41  — 

8 

2  — 

79  — 

43 

Conversion  to  Flats 
or  Dwellings. 

6 

10 

16 


Houses  required : 

(a)  to  replace  those  unfit 

(b)  to  abate  overcrowding 


384 

10 


(c)  where  conditions  are  unsatisfactory,  e.g.  two  families  living  in  same  house 

but  not  included  in  (a)  or  (b)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  450 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  690 

The  figures  in  (a)  are  based  on  the  results  of  the  housing  survey  to  date  and  in 
(b)  and  (c)  are  estimated. 

Applications  for  Council  Houses  have  only  been  received  from  comparatively 
few  of  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  scheduled  as  unfit.  Many  of  these  occupiers  are 
elderly  people  without  young  children,  and  under  present  conditions  it  seems  desir¬ 
able  that  they  should  be  encouraged  to  remain  in  the  houses,  at  least  until  the  demand 
for  houses  for  families  with  children  has  been  met. 


11.— MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

None. 

12.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  ...  583 

(b)  Number  of  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

(c)  Number  of  Producer-Retailers  included  in  (b)  36 

(d)  Number  of  Licensed  pasteurising  plants  ...  ...  ...  1 

(e)  Number  of  Heat-Treatment  Plants  not  included  in  (d)  ...  ...  2 
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(b)  Meat  Supervision. 


ICE  CREAM. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for 

(a)  Manufacture’s/Retailers 

(b)  Retailers 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


Number  of  Slaughter  Houses 

(a)  Licensed  ...  ... 

(b)  Application  Pending 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  in  District 


Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  used  where  horses  are 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption 


Names  of  any  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food 


South  Western  Dairies  Co.  Ltd., 
Bacon  Factory, 

Bruton. 


3 

11 


2 

14 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

One  case  of  slight  pollution  occurred  at  Goathill  when  through  an  unfortunate 
coincidence  both  pumps  broke  down  at  one  time.  Repairs  were  executed  rapidly  so 
that  the  pollution  was  of  very  limited  duration.  The  land  treatment  which  operates, 
in  addition  to  the  filter,  prevented  the  pollution  from  reaching  more  than  “  slight  ” 
proportions  as  was  confirmed  by  an  analysis  of  the  stream  water  made  on  behalf  of 
the  tenant  of  a  farm  at  Goathill. 

KNACKERS  YARDS. 

Number  Registered  in  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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T.  E.  COULSON,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Balsam  Gate, 

WINCANTON,  Somerset. 


Council  Offices, 


Wincanton,  Somerset. 


July  16th,  1948. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 

SEWERAGE. 

Since  the  war  more  interest  has  developed  in  the  problems  of  village  sewerage 
and  I  have  therefore  dealt  with  this  subject  in  slightly  greater  detail. 

Alford.  A  new  man  hole  has  been  constructed  on  the  main  sewer. 

Bruton.  The  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily. 

Castle  Cary.  The  works  have  functioned  satisfactorily,  although  excessive 
surface  water  has  caused  some  concern.  Night  investigations  of  the  sewers  were 
undertaken  and  these  showed  that  there  was  infiltration  of  surface  or  spring  water, 
estimated  to  amount  from  7,200  to  8,500  gal.  per  day,  some  of  it  arising  at  Millbrook, 
but  most  of  coming  from  the  Fore  Street  Sewer. 

Henstridge.  The  Works  have  functioned  satisfactorily  except  that  sludge  dry¬ 
ing  and  disposal  continue  to  present  difficulties. 

Milborne  Port.  During  the  year  a  serious  increase  of  infiltration  developed  and 
during  a  night  examination  the  source  of  the  trouble  was  located  below  the  Rectory 
garden.  Two  faults  were  discovered,  the  first  being  an  unsatisfactory  drain  connec¬ 
tion  from  the  Rectory,  and  the  second,  the  presence  of  a  small  hole  cut  into  the  top  of 
the  sewer,  presumably  to  dispose  of  spring  water.  It  was  decided  that  an  action  for 
damages  against  the  contractor  was  not  possible  in  this  case,  but  to  guard  against 
similar  happenings  in  the  future  the  Council  have  decided  to  make  sewer  connections 
themselves  and  to  charge  the  contractor  or  owner. 

North  Cheriton.  There  has  been  a  repetition  of  the  sewer  surcharge  which 
occurred  last  year  and  further  repairs  have  been  executed. 

Penselwood.  The  sewage  works  at  Penselwood  have  been  overhauled,  the 
irrigation  area  extended  and  adequate  arrangements  made  for  regular  supervision. 

Sparkford  8c  Queen  Camel.  Following  surcharge  of  the  sewers  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Wales  Road,  and  the  presence  of  large  deposits  of  mud  in  that  section, 
night  investigations  were  undertaken.  These  indicated  serious  infiltration  in  the  West 
Camel  Road  section.  The  sewer  was  opened  and  it  was  found  tthat  in  places  there 
had  been  a  complete  break  arising  from  a  collapsed  trench  at  the  time  the  sewer  was 
laid.  Other  defects  were  found  which  indicated  that  the  sewer  had  never  been  pro¬ 
perly  tested. 

The  work  undertaken  was  successful  as  far  as  it  went  as  on  first  test  no  major 
or  well  defined  defect  could  be  located  in  the  top  two  sections.  A  small  amount  of 
infiltration  remained,  however,  and  further  investigations  will  be  made  and  these  will 
be  extended  to  cover  the  lower  sections,  which  could  not  be  examined  at  the  time. 
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Templecombe.  The  Engineer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Allen,  of  Sherborne,  was  instructed 
to  prepare  a  sewage  scheme  in  July,  1945.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  indication 
when  it  will  be  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

Wincanton.  Work  on  the  new  sewage  works  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  having  regard  to  the  labour  and  materials  shortages,  the  progress  has  been 
fairly  good.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  anticipated  that  the  contract  would  be 
completed  by  August  or  September,  1948. 

GENERAL :  Consideration  has  been  given  to  Circular  87/47  which  gave 
Councils  a  general  indication  that  £50  per  property  or  in  exceptional  cases  £100  or 
even  £120  per  house  would  be  the  limit  of  cost,  to  which  Ministerial  consent  to  new 
sewage  schemes  could  be  anticipated.  In  reporting  on  this  circular  I  repeated  my 
opinion  that  the  concentration  of  population  into  communities  would  be  the  only  way 
to  give  this  amenity  to  the  largest  number  of  persons  in  the  shortest  time.  The  plan¬ 
ning  of  these  schemes  so  as  to  permit  the  execution  of  parts  of  the  work  in  advance, 
would  help  to  spread  the  cost  and  avoid  loans.  The  Council  reaffirmed  their  previous 
decision  which  was  contrary  to  the  principle  of  grouping  of  houses  into  large  commu¬ 
nities  but  accepted  other  suggestions  designed  to  encourage  the  early  provision  of 
sewerage  facilities  in  the  villages. 

HOUSING. 

The  housing  position  remains  difficult  and  complicated.  The  announcement 
of  the  number  of  houses  permitted  to  be  erected  is  invariably  greeted  with  criticism, 
but  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  any  increase  in  the  allocation  would  result  in  any 
increase  in  the  number  of  houses  completed. 

While  the  number  of  houses  being  repaired  or  painted  has  increased,  the  con¬ 
dition  of  many  of  the  poorer  type  has  worsened,  and  unless  there  is  a  return  to  the 
deplorable  housing  standards  of  pre-war  years,  the  slum  clearance  programme  will  be 
much  larger  than  was  originally  estimated. 

The  new  houses  have  set  a  new  standard  of  amenity  and  provide  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  many  unfit  houses,  some  licensed  or  requisitioned,  which  have  to  be 
maintained  at  a  disproportionate  use  of  labour  and  materials. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  Parishes  in  which  the  seventy-one  houses 
have  been  completed  this  year. 

TOTAL  HOUSES  COMPLETED  (COUNCIL  HOUSES)  DURING  1947. 

Analysis. 


Parish. 

Swedish. 

P.I. 

F.i. 

Total. 

Bruham 

2 

2 

Charlton  Horethorne 

2 

2 

Cucklington 

2 

2 

Henstridge 

2 

O 

L, 

Milborne  Port 

8 

12 

20 

North  Cadbury 

6 

6 

Sparkford 

4 

A 

* 

South  Cadbury 

2 

9 

Lu 

T  emplecombe 

6 

10 

16 

Wincanton 

7 

8 

15 

16 

25 

30 

71 

(P.i.  and  F.i.  indicate  traditional  Parlour  type  and  Flat  respectively.) 


[  15  ] 

The  position  as  to  future  contracts  seems  less  satisfactory.  In  January  the 
building  labour  force  engaged  on  Council  Houses  was  105,  but  by  December  it  had 
dropped  to  65.  An  analysis  indicates  that  the  majority  of  the  lost  forty  are  no  longer 
employed  by  contractors  who  are  prepared  to  erect  Council  Houses.  A  few  have  left 
the  building  industry  but  most  have  joined  the  servicing  firms  and  the  small  village 
builders. 

At  the  start  of  the  building  programme,  the  Council  decided  to  build  a  fairly 
large  proportion  of  flats.  It  was  then  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  move  to  those 
flats  the  tenants  of  three  bedroomed  Council  Houses  occupied  by  one  or  two  persons. 
These  tenants,  however,  have  objected  strongly  and  the  flats  have  generally  been  let 
to  younger  families  with  not  more  than  one  child. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE. 

Eight  houses  have  been  completed  and  two  have  been  commenced. 

Eleven  additional  units  of  housing  accommodation  have  been  completed. 


CONVERSIONS. 

Housing.  Castle  Cary — Millbrook. 

The  second  four  of  these  hutments  were  occupied  in  January — although  the 
work  was  not  finally  completed  till  much  later. 

During  the  year  I  have  completed  the  conversion  into  dwellings  of  the  Laun¬ 
dry,  Lattiford  and  part  of  the  Liberal  Club  Premises  at  Castle  Cary. 

I  have  prepared  plans  for  the  conversion  of  Woodhayes  into  four  separate  units 
of  housing  accommodation — each  self-contained.  These  plans  have  been  approved 
by  the  Ministry  and  the  work  is  in  progress. 


REQUISITIONING. 

The  number  of  houses  under  requisition  for  housing  purposes  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  Fifty-one.  Of  these  many  are  in  a  very  poor  state  of  repair  and  one  is  near¬ 
ing  a  dangerous  condition. 

HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  progress  in  the  housing  survey  has  been  steady  and  the  results  to  date  are 
set  out  below : 


Estimated  No.  of  Houses 
£16  R.V.  and  under  ... 

Dealt  with  in  pre-War  Pro- 
pramme 

Total  No.  to  be  inspected... 

No.  fully  inspected 

Adequate  records  available 

Found  fit 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  9. 
Minor  defects 
Serious  defects 
Housing  (R.W.)  Acts  ... 

Low  Standard  (Deferment) 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  11 
/12.  Housing  R.W.  Acts 
Irrepairable 

Section  25  (Clearance)  ... 

Replacement  need 

Suitable  for  Acquisition  ... 


Total  on 

Charlton 

Jan.  i  st 

Bratton 

Musgrove 

1475 

30 

72 

62 

2 

15 

1413 

28 

57 

540 

15 

39 

88 

— 

16 

2 

71 

6 

4 

23 

— 

6 

2 

1 

104 

2 

10 

75 

4 

11 

123 

1 

11 

210 

— 

309 

18 

25 

— 

— 

Milborne 

Total  on 

Shepton 

port  (Ex 

Dec.  31st 

Montague 

Newtown) 

1947 

58 

293 

1928 

4 

1 

84 

54 

292 

1844 

27 

no 

731 

4 

92 

7 

25 

8 

19 

108 

— 

11 

34 

8 

7 

24 

1 

18 

135 

7 

14 

111 

3 

22 

160 

17 

227 

4 

53 

384 

—  — 

— - 

25 
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Statutory  Action.  One  undertaking  to  repair  has  been  complied  with.  One 
undertaking  not  to  use  has  been  cancelled. 

Four  unfit  houses  have  been  demolished. 

Informal  Action.  Repairs  have  been  executed  to  Fifty-nine  houses,  Twenty- 
one  of  which  have  been  rendered  fit. 

Verminous  Premises.  One  house  has  been  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  and 
was  disinfested  after  two  treatments  with  Bed  Bug  Spray. 

Inspections.  The  total  number  of  inspections  during  the  year  was  4,722, 
made  up  as  follows  : — 


Water  Supplies  ... 

155 

Sewerage 

412 

Housing 

1371 

Nuisances 

189 

Food  Premises  ... 

546 

Refuse  etc. 

293 

Shops 

90 

New  Buildings  ... 

374 

Factories 

127 

Building  Lies. 

835 

Misc.  330. 


0 

Public  Health  Acts.  Fifty-three  nuisances  in  connection  with  sewers,  drains, 
closets  and  buildings  etc.  have  been  abated. 

One  vault  closet  and  ten  earth  closets  have  been  converted  to  waterclosets. 

Eight  informal  and  three  statutory  notices  have  been  served  relating  to  danger¬ 
ous  walls  and  buildings  and  in  one  case  court  proceedings  were  necessary,  before  all 
the  eight  cases  were  satisfactorily  remedied. 

River  Pollution.  Three  cases  of  river  pollution  were  discovered  and  in  two  of 
them  the  cause  of  the  pollution  was  removed. 

Two  complaints  were  received  of  pollution  at  Goathill,  alleged  to  arise  from  the 
Milborne  Port  Sewage  Works.  On  one  occasion  the  complaint  was  that  of  smell,  and 
in  my  view  the  smell  arose  from  the  works  and  not  from  the  river.  On  the  other 
occasion,  however,  both  pumps  at  the  works  had  broken  down  at  the  same  time.  De¬ 
spite  this,  although  an  analysis  indicated  some  deterioration,  there  was  nothing 
which  would  come  within  the  usual  meaning  of  pollution. 

Notifiable  Disease.  The  usual  disinfection  of  premises  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  has  been  carried  out — although  it  is  now  generally  accepted  that  terminal  dis¬ 
infection,  except  in  the  case  of  certain  diseases,  notably  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  is  of 
no  value  in  checking  disease. 

Bedding  etc.  has  continued  to  be  disinfected  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  Disinfec¬ 
tor. 


House  Refuse.  House  refuse  collections  are  made  weekly  in  Bruton  and  Win- 
canton,  fortnightly  in  Ansford  and  Castle  Cary,  and  monthly  in  Henstridge,  Milborne 
Port,  Queen  Camel  and  Templecombe.  The  methods  of  collection  and  disposal  re¬ 
main  unsatisfactory. 

A  limited  quantity  of  hard  core  is  collected  by  the  salvage  van  in  parishes  in 
which  house  refuse  is  not  collected  provided  salvage  is  also  put  out. 
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One  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  is  due  for  delivery  in  the  Autumn  of  1948,  and 
the  Council  have  ordered  a  second  vehicle.  Details  of  the  Byelaws  are  under  discus¬ 
sion  with  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Salvage.  The  results  for  the  year  continue  to  be  discouraging.  The  figures 
for  the  year  are  given  in  the  following  table,  the  results  for  1946  being  in  brackets. 


Paper 

Ferrous  Metals 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

Textiles 

Bottles 

Bones 


Tons 

85.98  (78.70) 
6.32  (31.56) 
(  0.55) 
2.09  (  6.85) 
(  0.06) 
3.79  (  6.33) 


571.00  (523.40) 

14.75  (  44.05) 
(  12.65) 

36.50  (  54.45) 
(  1.00) 

21.75  (  34.45 


98.18(124.05)  644.00  (670.00) 


Milk  Supplies.  Improvements  have  been  effected  at  nineteen  farm  premises, 
twelve  of  them  being  brought  up  to  the  standard  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  samples  taken : — 

Milk  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


No.  of  Samples  ...  ...  18 

Negative  Results  ...  ...  17 

No.  containing  T.B.  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  Milk — 

No.  of  Samples  ...  ...  9 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  9 

The  following  Licenses  have  been  granted : — 

Pasteurising  Licence  ...  One 

T.T.  Licence  (Retail)  ...  One 

Supplementary  Licenses — 

(a)  T.T.  ...  One 

(b)  Pasteurised  ...  One 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD.  The  results  of  the  inspection  of  pigs  at  the  South 
Western  Dairies’  Bacon  Factory  at  Bruton  are  : — 

No.  of  Pigs  slaughtered  ...  ...  4,476 


Condemnations. 

Tuberculosis. 


Carcases  ...  ...  8 

Part  Carcase  F/Q...  9 

„  „  H/Q...  — 

Heads  ...  ...  376 

Plucks  &  Part  Plucks  106 


8.8%  of  all 
carcases  examined. 


’  Plucks  &  Part  Plucks  236  6.7%  of  all 

Livers  ...  ...  62  carcases  examined. 
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FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  Consideration  has  been  given  to  essential  im- 

provements  of  food  premises  but  licensing  restrictions  have  delayed  the  work. 

Ice  Cream.  Three  premises  have  been  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  (two  using  the  cold  mix  method). 

Thirteen  premises  have  been  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  by  retail.  In 
five  cases,  work  had  to  be  carried  out  before  registration  was  accepted. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  certain  of  these  premises  were  recommended 
for  registration  provided  the  ice  cream  was  sold  in  unopened  containers  as  supplied 
by  the  manufacturers.  As  the  Council  have  been  advised  that  no  conditions  can  be 
attached  to  a  licence,  these  premises  have  been  registered  unconditionally,  and  if 
loose  ice  cream  is  found  to  be  sold  the  case  will  come  under  review. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  Council  continue  to  make  no  charge  for  rodent  destruction.  The  results  of 
the  years  working  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


No.  Infestations 

Estimated 

Bodies 

Infestations 

Baits 

Poisons 

Treated. 

Killed. 

Recovered. 

Cleared. 

Used. 

Used. 

Reservoir  — 
Major  24 

1,760 

286 

13 

Sausage 
Rusk  and 

Zinc  Phos¬ 
phide  and 

Minor  81 

896 

141 

61 

Bread 

Arsenic 

The  sewers  have  been  treated  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  recommenda¬ 
tions. 


Generally  the  rat  population  has  been  found  to  be  considerably  reduced,  re¬ 
sulting  I  am  convinced  from  the  steady  and  successful  control  operations. 

A  lack  of  co-operation  with  the  Rodent  Control  Department  of  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  has  always  been  an  unfortunate  feature  of  the 
service. 

A  sub-committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  met  representatives  of  the 
County  Agricultural  Committee  to  discuss  this  question,  when  it  was  disclosed  that  the 
Council's  practice  in  operating  free  of  charge  on  farms  created  some  embarrassment 
to  that  Committee.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Council  should  no  longer  treat  such  prem¬ 
ises  free  of  charge  but  should  report  cases  of  infestation  to  that  Committee. 

Such  reports  are  now  made  and  I  usually  receive  a  buff  acknowledgment  card, 
which  is  the  limit  of  the  co-operation  to  date. 

PLANS. 

163  Plans  were  presented. 

Byelaws. 

137  were  approved.  3  were  withdrawn.  14  were  rejected. 

6  remain  in  abeyance. 

Interim  Development  Order. 

137  were  approved.  9  rejected.  2  withdrawn. 

6  remain  in  abeyance. 
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LICENSING. 

Although  the  number  of  licence  applications  has  not  varied  much,  the  work 
thereon  has  tended  to  increase. 

The  action  taken  is  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


ACTION  TAKEN  ON  LICENSES— 1947. 

Brought  forward  from  1946  ...  ...  51 

Received  1/1/47  to  31/12/47  ...  ...  903  954 


No.  of  Licenses  Issued.  New  Houses...  ...  3 

Add.  Units  ...  ...  10 

Extra  Housing  ...  10 

Repairs,  etc. 

„  Housing  ...  445 

„  Other  ...  184 

No.  sent  to  Ministry  (over  £100)  ...  ...  74 

Refused  ...  ...  59 

Withdrawn...  ...  72 


Carried  forward  ...  97 

Licenses  revoked  after  issue  ...  ...  4 

Licenses  lapsed  after  issue  ...  ...  24 


A  number  of  licensing  infringements  were  discovered,  but  no  prosecutions  were 
undertaken. 


I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.  G.  GRAY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


, 

. 
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